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ing one man equally qualified for both these duties led to a transitory or 
a permanent association of two individuals in the business, one as artist, 
the other as artisan. In many cases where the two were united in one the 
artist seems to have been developed out of the artisan. Even the funny 
character of the puppet-show, the German Kasperle (Hans Wurst), English 
Jack Pudding, French Jean Potage, Italian Signor Maccaroni, Dutch Pe- 
kelhaaring, Hungarian Paprika Jancsi, etc., may have their prototype in the 
Sanskrit Vidusaka, a figure taken in the art-drama of India from the folk- 
representations. The share of the Gypsies in the spread of the puppet- 
show and its occidental development may be cleared up by further investi- 
gation. To all students of the beginnings of the dramatic art this essay 
will be of interest and value. 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 

Sammlung von Abhandlungen aus dem Gebiete der padagogischen Psycholo- 
gic und Physiologie. IV. Band. 4 Heft. Die Entwicklung der Pflan- 
zenkenntnis beim Kinde und bei VOlkern. Mit einer Einleitung : Logik 
der statistischen Methode. Von Wilhelm Ament. Mit 14 Kinder- 
zeichnungen. Berlin : Verlag von Reuther & Reichard. 1901. Pp. 59. 
Price M. 1. 80. 

This essay, which is illustrated with 14 drawings (by children of a tender 
age) of plants, trees, and flowers, is the revision of a paper read before the 
Botanical Society of Wiirzburg in July, 1898, with additions from subse- 
quent investigations, the children concerned being the same whose speech 
the author has written of in his " Die Entwicklung von Sprechen und 
Denken beim Kinde," published in 1899. Pages 15-44 treat of the devel- 
opment of plant-knowledge in the child, and pages 44-54 of such in the 
race. The statistics of the children's knowledge, as compared with that of 
their father concerning the plant-world, indicate that "the ordinary indi- 
vidual has by his eighth year become acquainted with the most of the 
plants noteworthy for daily life, and does not make notable acquisitions 
after that " (p. 39), *. e. the individual left to himself. This is of interest 
in connection with the teaching of botany in the schools. The greater 
number of plants known to children seem to be such as have peculiarities 
apt to attract their attention. With children plants that daily come under 
the eyes, rather than rare plants, tend to be named. Primitive concepts 
and generalizations Dr. Ament seeks to explain through word-lack. 

In the drawings of the individual child, as, seemingly, in those of most 
primitive peoples, there is a decided dearth of plant-representations. As 
with children, so, too, with the lower races, the striking peculiarities of 
plants give rise to their names. There are, however, considerable differ- 
ences among primitive peoples as to the extent of plant-naming, — a warm 
climate like that of Java, Japan, etc., where men are so largely out of 
doors and more or less in communion with nature, leads to an almost 
universal acquaintance with plants to an extent far exceeding that of the 
European peasant and almost equalling that of the botanist by profession. 
The researches of Pritzel and Jessen into the German folk-names for 
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plants record or indicate the existence of some 24,000 such names, which, 
according to Dr. Ament's estimate, refer to 1787 species, the increase 
since Old High German times being progressive. This essay should be 
read in connection with the study of Bliimml and Rott resumed in the 
Journal of American Folk-Lore (vol. xiv. pp. 132-138). 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 

A Collection of Ladakhi Proverbs. By the Rev. H. Francke (from 
the Journal, Asiatic Society of Bengal, vol. lxix. Part I. No. 2, 1900). 
Pp.14. 

This little collection contains fifty-one proverbs from the language of 
Ladakh (the author is a Moravian missionary at Leh, the capital), in north- 
west India. For each proverb there are given the Ladakh writing, the 
indication of the pronunciation in Roman letters, a literal translation, ap- 
plication, and explanatory notes, grammatical and others. Some of these 
proverbs are decidedly interesting : On a spring day there are three colds 
and three warmths (/. e. misery and happiness are well-balanced in a man's 
life) ; in the company of goats he says goa, in the company of sheep he says 
bea (said of a man who has no will of his own) ; after a long time a dead 
bird [which is blown by the wind against the trunk of a tree] cuts the 
trunk (/'. e. with perseverance great things can be done) ; to the dog a load 
is what a plough is to a musician (/. e. certain people cannot be expected 
to do real work) ; the stolen food was eaten by the crow, but the beak of 
the raven is red (/. e. often the wrong person is caught instead of the 
guilty one). Among the items of folk-lore to which direct or indirect refer- 
ence is made in these proverbs are the following : Driving all evil spirits of 
the winter into a cake, which is burnt outside the village ; it is not good 
to speak much of a dead man, his eye might frighten the speaker (the 
proverb on the subject is : If you say ' he is dead,' the eye of the dead will 
look out of the hill). These proverbs offer many beautiful examples of 
parallelism for which the folk-poetry of Ladakh is celebrated. 

Alexander F. Chamberlain. 



